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OVERVIEW
Work environments are transforming to digital workplaces, 
with billions of mobile workers using their mobile devices to 
access applications designed to make them more productive. 
Mobility and IoT – along with these business critical 
applications – drive increasing demand on the network. At 
the same time, these mobile workers expect a consistent 
user experience from their mobile device and applications 
where ever they are.  

To enable an always-on network with the desired performance 
for high density environments, enterprises must deliver a 
wireless network that accommodates these requirements and 
yet provides them with the efficiency and flexibility of a VM 
deployment to move at the speed of their business. 

ArubaOS 8 provides new features and capabilities that 
include the introduction of the Virtual Mobility Controller 
(VMC). The VMC functions in a similar way to the 72xx  
and 7xxx Mobility Controllers by centralizing wireless 
network visibility and control. Deployed as a virtual  
machine (VM), this controller provides plenty of capacity and 
speed for BYOD and 802.11 ac devices for both campus or 
branch deployment. 

The other innovation in ArubaOS 8 is the Aruba Mobility 
Master – the next generation of master controller that is 
needed to configure and manage your cluster of mobility 
controllers, whether virtualized or appliance-based. VMC can 
be deployed as standalone or managed by Mobility Master 
where it can support up to 100K users.

Organizations with virtualized initiatives can take advantage 
of the following benefits of the Virtual Mobility Controller:

Flexible deployment and ease of operation

Customers have the flexibility of deploying VMC as a VM 
benefiting from ease of operation and deployment to remote 
locations or the hardware appliance Mobility Controllers 
(72xx and 7xxx series). The VM form factor makes it easy to 
dynamically scale to support the needs of a rapidly growing 
enterprise, enabling a much more efficient use of resources 
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by adding more CPU and storage resources. By moving to a 
VM-based deployment that has more memory and compute, 
more services can be managed on the network. VMC can be 
deployed on VMware ESXi or open source KVM hypervisor.

Cost effective solution 

Customers who already have a VM environment can benefit 
from operational cost savings by deploying VMC, since it can 
reside with other VMs sharing the same existing virtualization 
infrastructure. For high availability, customers can use 
centralized licensing to install multiple VMs in a cluster 
without the need to purchase separate controllers.

Supports ArubaOS 8 features and capabilities  

VMC runs on ArubaOS 8 and has all the innovations that 
are associated with this new operating system – such as an 
always-on network with Controller Clustering, optimized 
RF management with AirMatch, 3rd party integration with 
NBAPIs and AP multi-tenancy with MultiZone.  

VMC also supports all Aruba’s enterprise-critical capabilities 
like AppRF, Airgroup, advanced cryptography, IPv4 and 
IPv6 services, Adaptive Radio Management, ClientMatch, 
and RFProtect module and wireless intrusion protection. 
For networks with higher encryption needs, the Mobility 
Controller appliances scale up to 40Gbps with integrated 
network processors to accelerate cryptography and packet 
forwarding performance. For a detailed list of ArubaOS 8 
features, please see the ArubaOS 8 data sheet.

http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/ds/DS_ArubaOS8.pdf
http://www.arubanetworks.com/products/networking/controllers/
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/ds/DS_MobilityMaster.pdf
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/ds/DS_MobilityMaster.pdf
http://www.arubanetworks.com/products/networking/controllers/
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/ds/DS_MobilityMaster.pdf
http://www-stage2.arubanetworks.com/solutions/classified-mobile-networks/
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/tg/TB_ARM.pdf
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/tg/TB_EnhancedClientMatch.pdf
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/ds/DS_AOS_RFPROTECT.pdf
http://www.arubanetworks.com/assets/ds/DS_ArubaOS8.pdf


DATA SHEET 
VIRTUAL MOBILITY CONTROLLER 

www.arubanetworks.com               DS_VirtualMobilityController_120116

1344 CROSSMAN AVE | SUNNYVALE, CA 94089
1.844.473.2782 | T: 1.408.227.4500 | FAX: 1.408.227.4550 | INFO@ARUBANETWORKS.COM

ORDERING INFORMATION

Part Number License Description

JY899AAE ARUBA MC-VA-50 (RW) CNTRLR LIC 50 AP Aruba MC-VA-50 Virtual Mobility Controller License (RW) with Support for up 
to 50 AP E-LTU

JY900AAE ARUBA MC-VA-250 (RW) CNTRLR LIC 250 AP Aruba MC-VA-250 Virtual Mobility Controller License (RW) with Support for up 
to 250 AP E-LTU

JY901AAE ARUBA MC-VA-1K (RW) CNTRLR LIC 1000 AP Aruba MC-VA-1K Virtual Mobility Controller License (RW) with Support for up to 
1000 AP E-LTU

JY902AAE ARUBA MC-VA-50 (US) CNTRLR LIC 50 AP Aruba MC-VA-50 Virtual Mobility Controller License (US) with Support for up to 
50 AP E-LTU

JY903AAE ARUBA MC-VA-250 (US) CNTRLR LIC 250 AP Aruba MC-VA-250 Virtual Mobility Controller License (US) with Support for up 
to 250 AP E-LTU

JY904AAE ARUBA MC-VA-1K (US) CNTRLR LIC 1000 AP Aruba MC-VA-1K Virtual Mobility Controller License (US) with Support for up to 
1000 AP E-LTU

JY905AAE ARUBA MC-VA-50 (IL) CNTRLR LIC 50 AP Aruba MC-VA-50 Virtual Mobility Controller License (IL) with Support for up to 
50 AP E-LTU

JY906AAE ARUBA MC-VA-250 (IL) CNTRLR LIC 250 AP Aruba MC-VA-250 Virtual Mobility Controller License (IL) with Support for up to 
250 AP E-LTU

JY907AAE ARUBA MC-VA-1K (IL) CNTRLR LIC 1000 AP Aruba MC-VA-1K Virtual Mobility Controller License (IL) with Support for up to 
1000 AP E-LTU

JY908AAE ARUBA MC-VA-50 (JP) CNTRLR LIC 50 AP Aruba MC-VA-50 Virtual Mobility Controller License (JP) with Support for up to 
50 AP E-LTU

JY909AAE ARUBA MC-VA-250 (JP) CNTRLR LIC 250 AP Aruba MC-VA-250 Virtual Mobility Controller License (JP) with Support for up to 
250 AP E-LTU

JY910AAE ARUBA MC-VA-1K (JP) CNTRLR LIC 1000 AP Aruba MC-VA-1K Virtual Mobility Controller License (JP) with Support for up to 
1000 AP E-LTU

JY911AAE ARUBA MC-VA-50 (EG) CNTRLR LIC 50 AP Aruba MC-VA-50 Virtual Mobility Controller License (EG) with Support for up to 
50 AP E-LTU

JY912AAE ARUBA MC-VA-250 (EG) CNTRLR LIC 250 AP Aruba MC-VA-250 Virtual Mobility Controller License (EG) with Support for up 
to 250 AP E-LTU

JY913AAE ARUBA MC-VA-1K (EG) CNTRLR LIC 1000 AP Aruba MC-VA-1K Virtual Mobility Controller License (EG) with Support for up to 
1000 APE-LTU

ARUBA VIRTUAL MOBILITY CONTROLLER (VMC)

SKUs MC-VA-50 MC-VA-250 MC-VA-1K

AP count 50 APs 250 APs 1000 APs

Number of users 4k 8k 24k


